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ask where the lake was, which you would never do about
Lake Habbaniyah. It may be that the Lake of Aqqar
Kuf was used as a reservoir to supply ancient Babylon
by means of canals. Now it consists of a swamp and
a few insignificant pools. On the southern borders of
this so-called lake there rises out of the plain on a small
mound a Ziggurat, or ancient temple tower. This
tower is a prominent landmark, and is built of mud
brick, the courses being interleaved with layers of bitu-
mened straw which act as a kind of cement. The lapse
of time has not been kind to it, and it is weathered and
worn away by winds and dust storms till its original
shape is unrecognizable. Now it is the refuge of birds
and jackals. Yet I cannot look at it without being
impressed by its solitary grandeur and without feeling
a certain respect for this battered image of greatness.
It has been given the suggestive name of "Dead Man's
Finger."

From there onwards to the Tigris, you pass over
areas 6f cultivation, which look miserable and unkempt
compared with the cultivation of the Nile. Close by
the river banks it is perceptibly richer ; but as the fields
stretch away into the desert they become poorer and
poorer until they fade out altogether.

This short description of the plateau between Amman
and Baghdad should dispel the idea that the country is
a desert. Although water is not abundant, there are
a number of places where it can be got, even in sum-
mer time, if you know where to go for it. On the
other hand there are large areas which are waterless,
and you always have to carry a good supply with you.
There are few places where at any time of year you will
not see vegetation of some kind or other, though^ it may